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October 2020 Pastoral Message 
 By Rev. Fr. Joseph Z. DiStefano 

 

     On Our Own 
 

Are we on our own? Has our nation lost its blessing and grace? You decide.  
 

In the first chapter of his letter to the Romans, Paul writes:  "Therefore, God gave 

them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be 

dishonored among them.  For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie and worshiped and served the 

creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason God gave them over to 

degrading passions…..And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to 

a depraved mind to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, 

greed, evil, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 

arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, 

unmerciful and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of 

death, they not only do the same but also give hearty approval to those who practice them." (Rom 1:24-31) 
 

Three times in those verses you have the statement, "God gave them over," verse 24, verse 26, and verse 

28.  Another way to describe that phrase would be, "God let them be on their own.”  
 

To the sons of Israel, God said, in Judges 10, "You have forsaken Me and served other gods. Therefore, I will 

deliver you no more.  Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen. Let them deliver you in the time of 

your distress." 
 

Proverbs chapter 1 verses 24 to 31 records similar sentiment.  "Because I called and you refused, I stretched 

out My hand and no one paid attention and you neglected all My counsel and did not want my reproof, I will 

even laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your dread comes.  When your dread comes like a storm and 

your calamity comes on like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come on you, then they will call on Me 

but I will not answer, they will seek Me diligently but they shall not find Me because they hated knowledge 

and did not choose the fear of the Lord. They would not accept My counsel, they spurned all my reproof, so 

they shall eat of the fruit of their own way and be satiated with their own desires." 
 

In the New Testament, I think of all the things that Jesus ever said about the Pharisees, this was the most 

frightening.  He said to His disciples in Matthew 15:14, "Let them alone, they are blind guides of the 

blind.  And when the blind lead the blind, everybody falls into the pit.”  They are on their own.  
 

There comes a point in God's dealing with men and nations, groups of people, when He has to abandon 

them.  And the consequence of that abandonment is they will eat the fruit of their own choices.  If you have 

ever asked yourself “what's wrong with America?” could it be that God has abandoned America, and America 

is now feeding on its own choices?  Chosen to sin, they have.  Chosen to turn their back on God, they 

have.  Chosen to reject the gospel, they have.  Chosen to reject a biblical morality, they have.  Chosen to 

disobey the clear commandments of God, they have.  And God says, “they are on their own.” 
 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2015.14


 

To put it another way, they are deprived of restraining grace.  Sin is so rampant in our country, it is so 

widespread, it is so tolerated by people in leadership and even people in the Church, it is so widely tolerated, 

it is pandemic. It is in the very fabric of our life and it is possible that God has just taken away the 

restraining grace that might preserve our nation and has let our nation run to its own doom.  Sin is both the 

cause and the effect.  Sin and more sin results in more sin and more sin. Sin causes it; sin is the result of 

it. Wrath means that sinning people are allowed the freedom to sin more blatantly, as restraining grace is 

taken away. 
 

Why is it that God abandons a society?  Couldn't we say, "Well all societies are like this?  I mean, you've got 

to expect this. This is the way people are.  Why would God abandon us in this situation when we need Him 

most?"  And the answer comes again from Paul’s letter to the Romans, verses 18 to 23: "For the wrath of God 

is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness."  Verse 19, "Because that which is known about God is evident within them, for God made 

it evident to them."  You see, that's the problem - they had the knowledge of God and they rejected it. 
 

Is it any wonder that as a society we are struggling with an unethical moral system?  How can we have an 

ethical moral system when there's only one in the universe and we've abandoned it?  And when you abandon 

it – if you abandon God, what then? He will leave you to yourself and remove His restraining grace. 
 

So, is there any hope for America?"  Well the hope for America would be the same as the hope for any 

people: a return to God.  God is Creator and Lawgiver, and if this nation does not return to God, the wrath 

will continue. There's hope, you have to pray for that.  If our nation will turn back to the one, true God and 

submit to His Word, He will bless us.  If not, the wrath will continue to unfold.  
 

And so, the question remains: Are we on our own? Has our nation lost its blessing and grace? You decide.  
 

Fr. Joe DiStefano 
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  From the Desk of the Parish Council President 

October 2020 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

A I pray that this message finds each and every one of you in good health and good spirits. 
 

These are very confusing times.  The COVID-19 pandemic, when will it end?  The civil 

unrest and so many things that we are being bombarded with daily that just add to the fear, frustration and 

confusion.  The evil one as I said before is working overtime and if we are not careful he will negatively affect 

our lives and our family’s lives.  Then he will control us and we will lose everything, our nation’s freedom, and 

our free will and happiness. And when it’s gone…it’s gone.   
 

This thought makes me ask who do we serve?  Do we serve some authority figure:  our boss, a professor, a 

politician, someone in our family, a cause or mission, a goal, a lust for personal power, money, the lottery or 

ourselves?  The individuals are only human and as you know, we all have flaws.  The other things could be 

faulty, misguided, a dream.  Does anyone of them really make a true difference in life today or forever?  We 

all think we are in charge, that is the religion of the masses, and who’s to say they know what they are talking 

abou?  Stop the merry-go-round and get off, make a conscious decision, a personal meaningful choice, for our 

Lord Jesus Christ to be the one that you serve.  Remember you choose who you serve.  No one can pressure 

you because you choose to accept the pressure or not and ultimately you choose who to serve.  As much as 

someone loves you, no one can choose for you.  Even God who loves you perfectly gives you freewill and will 

not choose for you.  There are crucial decisions you have to make for yourself.   
 

Make the right decision, you will not regret it because your life is ultimately His, He is your savior.  Dedicate 

each day to Him, every task to Him.  Your life and future will be blessed, all events and relationships are His.  

Your behavior and outlook will change.  You will be a child of God, a true Christian.  We recognize that the 

Lord’s ways are not like ours, they are infinitely better and we may not always understand, but life will be 

better!   
 

I recently supported Archangel Michael’s Drive thru and was extremely pleased, the food was great, the 

process was easy and well organized….Congratulations.  Sometime in the latter part of October, I understand 

St. John the Forerunner is planning to have a drive thru.  Please support our sister church.   
 

Let’s pray for good health, happiness, our churches total stability (spiritually and financially) and a safe nation 

and better economy.  Let us not forget our shut ins, those in nursing homes, and hospitals, our church and its’ 

everyday needs.   Let us not take our short time here on earth for granted.  May we be thankful for every 

moment of life and all of God’s blessings.  God Bless you and your families. 
 

Socrates Kolitsos 
 

P.S.  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you 

have eternal life.  This is the confidence we have in approaching God that if we ask anything according to His 

Will He hears us.     1 John 5:13-14 
 

Let us fix our eyes upon Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith.  Hebrews 12:2 
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Becoming One is an 
ongoing offering for 
marriage enrichment. 
Each Becoming One 
presents a brief quotation 
or teaching on marriage 
along with an exercise or 
challenge for the couple. 

 
The Center for Family Care nurtures and empowers stewards who, at the forefront of ministry 
within the home and parish family, navigate the joys and challenges of life.  Grounded in prayer 
and through multifaceted resources, trainings, and collaboration with the ministries of the 
Archdiocese and metropolises, we foster the building up of the Body of Christ.  
 

Visit our website and take advantage of our resources! 
 

https://www.goarch.org/departments/family 

Kingdom Kids 
Saturday Mornings at 10 am on Zoom!  

 with Fr. Joe & Pres. Melanie 

For all-aged youth! 

 Zoom Call ID: 724 304 1230 

Notice of Fall General Assembly 
 

Sunday, November 15th  
 

11:30 AM after Church with masks  
and distancing, as well as on zoom.  

 

Zoom Call ID: 724 304 1230 
 
 
 

Faith with Fr. Joe 
A virtual ministry for youth.  

 

Monday Afternoons at 1:00pm 
   

Oct. 5 – “The Censor” 

Oct. 12 – “Icons” 

Oct. 19 – “Church Architecture” 

Oct. 26 – “The Altar” 
 

Zoom Call ID: 724 304 1230 

Faith with Pres. Melanie 
A virtual ministry for youth.  

 

Thursday Afternoons at 1:00pm 
   

Oct. 8 – Creation - Day 3 

Oct. 15 – Creation - Day 4 

Oct. 22 – Creation - Day 5 

Oct. 29 – Creation - Day 6 
 

https://goarch.zoom.us/j/568670408 



 

Fall Fun Nights With 

Fr. Joe & Pres. Melanie 
 

Oct. 13 – “Who was your best friend(s) growing up and why?” 

 
Oct. 20 – “What would a world populated with clones of you be like?” 

 
Oct. 27 – “What was cool when you were young but isn’t cool now?” 

 
Nov. 3 – “Who would play you in a movie about you?” 

 

Tuesday Nights at 7:30pm 
 

Zoom ID: 724 304 1230 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 
 

 


